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Headquarters, from which, unfortunately, Sir John
French was absent. The British retirement, there-
fore, could not be stayed on that day. At this most
critical juncture it is obvious that the machinery
of direction was difficult owing to the several semi-
independent commands. But Joffre showed no
indecision. His mind was made up when the news
about Kluck's march was verified, and he struck as
soon as the Sixth Army was ready. During the
evening of 4th September he issued his first orders
for battle.

II

The main German forces lay in a semicircle two
hundred miles wide and thirty miles deep, from Verdun
to the skirts of Paris. Against this array the Allied
front lay in concave form, from Maunoury west of the
Ourcq to Sarrail bent in a coil round Verdun.

It will be observed that the concave arc of the
Allied main front rested on 5th September on two
fortified areas, Paris and Verdun ; that there inter-
vened a tract of difficult hilly country between the
Meuse and Nancy ; and that its detached right wing
held the gateway to Lorraine. It was a situation
to cause acute anxiety, for if Castelnau failed to bar
the door, the whole line would be turned. But,
agffli.Trning his success, the position had obvious ad-
vantages. Its hinterland was magnificently served
by roads and railways, so that troops could be moved
easily behind the front. The mass of the Argonne
would impede the enemy's lateral communications,
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